" Strabo (p. 70) say.s1, * Generally speaking, the men who hare hitherto written on the affairs of India were a set of liars,—Deiniachos holds the first place in the list, Megasthenes comes next-; while Onesikritos and JST e a r c h o s, with others of the same class,, manage to stammer out a few words (of truth). Of this we became the more convinced whilst writing the history of Alexander. No faith whatever can be placed in Deiniachos and Megasthenes. They coined the fables concerning men with ears large enough to sleep in, men without any months, without noses, with only one eye, with spider legs, and with fingers bent backward. They renewed Homer's fables concerning the battles of the cranes and pygmies, and asserted the latter to be three spans high. They told of ants digging for gold, and Pans with wedge-shaped heads, of serpents swallowing down oxen and stags, horns and all,—meantime, as Eratosthenes has observed, accusing each other of falsehood. Both of these men were sent as ambassadors to Palimbotlira,—Hegasthenes to S a n d r o k o 11 o s, Deiniachos to Amit roc hades his son,—and such are the notes of their residence abroad, which, I know not why, they thought fit to leave.
" When he adds,e Patrokles certainly does not resemble them, nor do any other of the authorities
gnage, an ill-digested enumeration of names. "With his usual wonderful diligence he has written this part, bnt more frequently still he -writes with too little care and judgment,—a fact of which we have already seen numerous instances. In a careless way, as is usual, he commends authors, so that if you compared his accounts of Taprobaue and the kingdom of the Prasii you would thinlr that he had lived at different periods. He frequently commends Megas-•* thenes, hut more frequently seems to transcribe him without. acknowledgment."—pp. 56-5S.

